
AAMAS

Greetings Everyone,
I hope your summer was enjoyable. Though we 
were still having covid issues, I felt that I at least 
had a little more freedom this summer since I 
received the vaccines. I hope everyone is doing 
well and stays safe.

We want you to know that we think about you, 
and work for you, trying to continuously improve 
AAMAS. With that as our goal, the AAMAS Board 
has been busy with various projects. Please read 
the articles about:

• A guideline for AAMAS member Conference Speaker Benefits. Our 
goal is to increase AAMAS member presentations at the conferences.

• The transition from every 3-year CCFA renewal to annually.  
Our goal is to simplify the CCFA renewal for you.

• The 2022 Annual AAMAS Conference scheduled April 22-24 in 
Louisville. Our goal is to present relevant topics you have given  
us on the conference evaluation forms.

• The Mary Jane LaBelle AAMAS scholarship for CCFA and 
Conference fees. Our goal is to enhance the knowledge and 
professional growth of AAMAS members.

• Ideas for increasing AAMAS membership and CCFA certification. 
Our goal is to broaden our reach, so no one feels “lost out there”. 
Please encourage your friends and coworkers to join AAMAS and 
become CCFA certified. Just one member each will double our 
membership! 

• The Webinar and test are both online. 

• CCFA Eligibility:

• 60 credit hours or a minimum of 5 years relevant experience 
and a certification in your field such as CPC, COC, CCS

• A minimum of 60 college semester units or a licensed  
health care professional degree.

• Degree in a healthcare field including RN, LPN, PT, OT, 
ST, RT, Dietician, MD, Public Health, Health Information 
Management, Health Care Administration

• Degree in Accounting or other Financial Management

Continues on next page . . .
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The Monitor
  FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Summer/Fall 2021

AmericAn AssociAtion of 
medicAl Audit speciAlists

SAVE THE DATE 
2022 AAMAS Conference 

APRIL 20-22, 2022 

AAMAS will celebrate the return  
to an onsite conference!  

As we continue to confirm the Louisville 
details, we invite you to mark April 20-22, 

2022 on your calendar!  
It promises to be a fun and educational 

experience from all aspects!
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• Background in healthcare finance or revenue 
cycle, such as CDM, UR, QA or Coding with 60 
college credits

• Law, compliance, or ethics degree 

• Member of AAMAS

• Minimum one-year experience in Revenue Cycle

Also included in this Monitor:

• CMS Coding Update

• AAMAS Conference 2021 attendance certificates

Lastly, I would like to reach out to the Texas Medical 
Auditors Association. They are holding their 35th Annual 
Conference in San Antonio this year at the Hyatt Place on 
October 15 and 16. This will be their last conference as TMAA 
has decided to cease their operations at the end of the year. 
AAMAS appreciates TMAA’s long history and the dedication 
of all the members who kept the organization together  
over the years. We hope you have a great conference  
and celebration of your history.

 
Warmest regards, 
Katie Stanford, RN, MSN, CCFA 
AAMAS President

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT continued

OTHER  
UPCOMING CONFERENCES

TMAA Conference 
October 15 and 16, 2021 

San Antonio, Texas 
Hyatt Place: 601 St Mary Street 

Contact: Gaye McClellan 
gamezgaye@yahoo.com

MAHA Fall Conference 
Friday, October 22, 2021 

Virtual Conference 
For information, go to:  

http://mimaha.com/ 
Contact: Marcelle Norgan  
mnorgan@fdigroup.com

From Your President Elect 

Greeting AAMAS members!

AAMAS is gearing up for Fall and 
ongoing preparations are underway 
for the 2022 Conference in Louisville!  
With Fall approaching, so are 
membership renewals.  We will begin 
2022 renewals on October 1. We will 
also be launching the inclusion of 
the CCFA renewal installment with 
the AAMAS membership renewals.  
This installment is $35.00 per year 

(instead of $100.00 every 3 years). This relieves that burden 
you, the member, of having to remember when it is due and 
how much it costs. These yearly payments ensure your CCFA 
renewal is always up to date.  

(Please note that you must maintain the required CEUs to 
maintain your CCFA certification.)  

In summary, this new renewal schedule means:

• Non-CCFA members will pay the usual Individual, 
Retiree, Group, or Corporate AAMAS membership 
renewal fee.

• CCFA Certified members will pay the usual Individual, 
Retiree or Corporate AAMAS membership renewal fee 
PLUS the yearly CCFA fee beginning the year of your 
renewal date. All CCFA members with 2021 renewals will 
begin the annual renewal during this upcoming 2022 
AAMAS membership renewal.**

Example: Regular individual renewal fee is $150.00 + 
$35.00 for CCFA= $185.00.  Example of the Retiree 
renewal is $100.00 + $35.00= $135.00.

** If you have already renewed your CCFA certification, your 
renewal fee will not start until you are due for renewal.  Example:  
If you renewed in 2020, your yearly CCFA renewal will not start 
until you renew your 2023 AAMAS membership. AAMAS will be 
personally contacting those who have "prepaid".

If there are any questions, please reach out to me at 
mmarystites@gmail.com or another Board member  
for clarification but you can also join us on the monthly  
(no cost) Forum!  The Forum is a great gathering on Zoom  
to ask questions, get clarification, talk about hot topics  
or just network and get to know each other as colleagues.  

 
Hope to see and talk to you all soon, 
Mary Stites, RN, CRCA, CCFA, CMAS 
AAMAS President-Elect

mailto:gamezgaye%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:mnorgan%40fdigroup.com?subject=
mailto:mmarystites%40gmail.com?subject=
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Happy Fall!  I hope all of you are 
enjoying this wonderful time of the 
year.  As fall rolls in, it is a good time 
to start thinking about our upcoming 
2022 onsite conference on April 21-22 
in Louisville, KY.  It will be great to 
see everyone in person after a couple 
of years of small Zoom pictures!

Like all our past conferences, it will 
be time for voting for new board 

members.  I have reached my term limit as the Treasurer/
Secretary.  If you have some interest in being on the board, 
this is a great position to consider.  

As the secretary you take notes at the board meeting once 
a month and at the annual conference board meeting. The 
meetings are held via Zoom and can be recorded for ease  
of taking notes. 

Our management company has a dedicated staff member 
who does all of our accounting.  They provide the treasurer 
with a monthly profit and loss statement which gets reported 
during each on the monthly board meetings.   
The treasurer, along with the president, approve all monthly 
expenditures.  A yearly budget is presented to the board for 
approval each year.

If you have any questions about this position don’t  
hesitate to reach out to me.  You can email me at  
amyarm@comcast.net.  

Take care, 
Amy Armstrong, RN, BSN, CPC, CCFA 
AAMAS Secretary / Treasurer

From Your Treasurer Conference Updates
There have been some interesting developments in the 
coding realm that I became aware of after the conference.  

First, CMS has determined that Social Determination of 
Health (SDOH) should be coded.  Here are links from CMS, 
AHA, and the CDC that give more information regarding this 
topic.

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/zcodes-infographic.pdf

https://www.aha.org/system/files/2018-04/value-initiative-icd-
10-code-social-determinants-of-health.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/icd/social-determinants-of-
health.pdf

Second, the State of Michigan is now requiring all licensed 
healthcare professionals to obtain training in Health Equity, 
Implicit Bias, Stigma and Antiracism in Healthcare Delivery.

https://www.michigan.gov/
mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71550_96967_100643---,00.html

Michigan is also requiring education on identifying and 
treating sexual abuse and sex trafficking.

If anyone has any experience with these new codes, it 
would be a great topic for next year's conference in 
Louisville.  Think about it and contact Jayne Kalbfleisch 
jaynekalbfleisch@gmail.com if you’d like to present a 
session on this issue. 

Thank you again, 
Jayne (Rudy) Kalbfleisch, MHA, RHIT, CCS, CPHM, CMAS, CCFA 
Theresa Crothers, RN, CMAS, CCFA

April 2021  
Virtual Conference Certificates
I want to thank you all again for attending the Virtual AAMAS 
Conference.  There were many positive reviews and great 
suggestions for future topics.

If you sent me the completed Attendance Form, you should 
have received your Certificate of Completion to be used 
for RN and CCFA renewals.  If you have not received your 
certificate, please contact me at crothers@charter.net  
and I will send it. 

Thank you, 
Theresa Crothers, RN, CMAS, CCFA

Please join us on LinkedIn and 
Facebook—we have a lot to share! If 
you haven’t done so already, please 
like us on Facebook.

 
Evonne Schiappacasse RN, BSN, MBA, 
CMAS, CCFA 
AAMAS Social Media Chair

From Your Social Media Chair

mailto:amyarm%40comcast.net?subject=
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/zcodes-infographic.pdf
https://www.aha.org/system/files/2018-04/value-initiative-icd-10-code-social-determinants-of-health.pdf
https://www.aha.org/system/files/2018-04/value-initiative-icd-10-code-social-determinants-of-health.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/icd/social-determinants-of-health.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/icd/social-determinants-of-health.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71550_96967_100643---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71550_96967_100643---,00.html
mailto:jaynekalbfleisch%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:crothers%40charter.net?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/in/american-association-of-medical-audit-specialists-ab5a4959/
https://www.facebook.com/AAMASauditors/
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 Mary Jane LaBelle Scholarship
As a founding member of AAMAS, Mary Jane LaBelle has been 
instrumental in the growth and longevity of the Association.  
She has served as president for three terms over twenty 
years, and was a driving force behind the development of the 
CMAS and CCFA Certifications.  Mary Jane’s companies have 
contributed financially to the Association as Platinum Sponsors 
at every AAMAS conference, and she has provided audit 
education for her employees. 

As a way to honor MJ’s contributions, AAMAS has developed 
the Mary Jane LaBelle Scholarship.  This scholarship will be 
in the amount of $250, and awarded annually to a member in 
good standing.  It can be used for conference registration or 
CCFA exam/prep.  The application can be found at here.

There is also an opportunity to support the scholarship fund  
by making a donation here.  

We encourage AAMAS members without certification to take 
this opportunity to apply for the scholarship. Is it time you take 
that next step and become CCFA? Call or email Katie Stanford 
if you have questions.

We also hope AAMAS members and AAMAS/CCFA members  
will apply and attend the conference in 2022 or 2023. We  
would love to see you in Louisville this April!

From Your Membership Chair
AAMAS has been a little-known gem 
but is now growing in numbers and 
reputation.  However, we want to 
make sure we’re not a “little known 
gem” any longer.  We want to be 
so well known that people know 
all about AAMAS.  Membership in 
this organization gives those that 
belong opportunity to attend the 
annual conference and participation 
in small group discussions.  Even 

with COVID-19, AAMAS has been able to give extraordinary 
2-day conferences that were well attended.  The topics were 
pertinent, and the discussions were on point while done 
virtually.  Did you know CEU’s were given for these virtual 
conferences?

What else can AAMAS do for you?  One can take the exam 
to become a Certified Clinical Financial Auditor, having a 
study guide and learning session prior to the test.  This 
certification gives you recognition and credibility for what 
you do in your profession. There is a potential to be chosen 
for a scholarship to assist with the cost of either attending 
the conference or becoming a CCFA.

AAMAS can put you in touch with other individuals of like 
mind and provide an open exchange of information in the 
field of medical audit. Our website can provide career 
opportunities.  

At every Board meeting AAMAS is looking for new ways to 
support our members or opportunities that will benefit 
everyone. Being able to tap into resources and have people 
to discuss your issues or topics of the day, knowing what 
you do are such important tools in today’s fast paced world 
of reviews.

We’d really like to hear from you.  What are your thoughts 
about growing our membership?  How can we support you 
in the world of performing reviews?  What would help you?  
What would help your peers?  Please let us know. You can 
send me an e-mail at patricia.k.hodney-gould@kp.org  
with your thoughts. 

Pat Hodney-Gould, RN CCFA 
AAMAS Membership Committee Chair

You’re Invited:  Special 2022  
Conference Speaker Benefits
AAMAS members have an extreme depth of knowledge 
in the various areas of the medical auditing field.  To 
encourage additional interaction within our membership, 
the AAMAS Board of Directors has developed a new Member 
Speaker Benefits with a goal to further share this wealth of 
hands-on experience.

Therefore, beginning October 1, 2021:

• A member who teaches a 3-8 hour preconference 
workshop is invited to attend the AAMAS conference  
at no cost.

• A member who teaches a general session or a breakout 
session of 1.25-1.5 hours during the conference is invited 
to attend the conference at the one day rate discount.

YOU’RE INVITED!  If you are interested in presenting a 
workshop, general session, or breakout session at the April 
20-22,2022, conference in Louisville, KY,  please contact 
Jayne Kalbfleisch at jaynekalbfleisch@gmail.com or  
Pam Price at Pamela.S.Price@kp.org.  

https://www.aamas.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/AAMAS_Scholarship_Application_FA_fillable.pdf
https://www.aamas.org/civicrm/?civiwp=CiviCRM&q=civicrm%2Fcontribute%2Ftransact&reset=1&id=3
mailto:patricia.k.hodney-gould%40kp.org?subject=
mailto:jaynekalbfleisch%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Pamela.S.Price%40kp.org?subject=
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL AUDIT SPECIALISTS 
7044 S. 13th Street • Oak Creek, WI • 53154 

Phone 414.908.4941 • Fax 414.768.8001 
www.aamas.org

The opinions expressed in The Monitor are those of the authors or persons quoted. 
They do not necessarily reflect the views of the AAMAS Board of Directors.
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